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Treatment of Cultural Relativism in Intercultural Communication
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Abstract

The treatment of cultural relativism in intercultural communication must be considered a practical
methodological issue, not an ideological one. Therefore, this paper will focus on language and logic, and
explore how to distance cultural relativism from communication.

First, we define the scope of cultural relativism that we examine here. “Cultural relativism” is a broad
term, and it is a vocabulary that can only be effectively discussed with a certain degree of focus. In this
paper, we will focus on cultural relativism as a philosophy that is based on moral validity.

Next, we propose a method of cross-cultural communication that limits the intervention of cultural
relativism. We consider a case study of an encounter with an unknown “food,” which seems to be the most
primitive example of intercultural contact. By conducting a simple linguistic analysis, we propose that it may
be possible to extract elements of objectivity from the vocabulary and to develop communication based on
these elements.

However, this analysis raises the suspicion that the critical elements of communication may be hidden in
the areas left out by simplistic linguistic analysis. The expansion of the self through cross-cultural contact
is an act that carries with it the risk of self-destruction. At the same time, it threatens meaning, logic, and
other entities on which we rely in our daily use of language.

The procedure developed in this paper is not abstract or ideological but gives a concrete motivating factor
for intercultural communication.
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