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The Idea and Practice of “Freedom of Education” in Netherland:
its implications for Primary Education in Japan
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The purpose of this study is to examine trends and future prospects of Japanese primary education reform, from

the perspective of “freedom of education” in the Netherlands.

First, the study focuses on Dutch thought of freedom and its significance in education. Second, based on a visit

to Dutch elementary schools, it describes the characteristics and challenges of alternative education in the

Netherlands. Third, learning the idea and practice in Dutch education, this study attempts to analyze trends of Japanese

primary education reform and to reveal its tasks for the future.
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