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Thought in N.F.S.Grundtvig and Reform of Education in Denmark
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Like the Scandinavian countries, represented by Sweden, Norway, Finland and Iceland, Denmark shows the high

per capita GDP, fewer corruption, enhanced social security, less income disparity as a “social welfare state”. It

maintains a high level of standard of living, and is internationally recognized as “the world’s happiest country”.
This paper focuses on the work of N.F.S. Grundtvig (1783-1872), which established today’s Danish democracy
and the ideological foundation of the social welfare state through “the Folkehojsjkole” movement, and clarifies the

significance of educational reform: revision of “the Folkeskole Law” in 2014 and the vocational education reform in

2015.
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