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They're going to Wal-Mart for grass
seed. They've decided to sell the house —
they can't afford to keep it—but Mary says
they won't get far until they do something
about the plumbing and get the lawn fixed.
She says those bald patches make it look
shanty Irish. It's because of the drought.

It's been a hot summer and there's been no
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rain to speak of. Ray tells her grass seed
won't grow without rain no matter how

good it is. He says they should wait. (69)
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He thinks it might be different if they'd
had kids, but she couldn't. They finally got
tested, and that's what the doctor said. It
was her problem. A year or so after that,
he bought her a dog, a Jack Russell she
named Biznezz. She'd spell it for people
who asked. She loves that dog, but now
they argue anyway. (69)
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Also, he can see Biz still looking at her. He
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feeds the damn dog, and he makes the
money that pays for the food, but it's her
he's looking at. And Jack Russells are sup-
posed to be smart. (69)
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"T'll get the ball. Then I'll come back. If
you still feel you have to spend four dollars
and fifty cents to poison your lungs, you
can go in. I'll sit with the baby."

Ray hates it when she calls Biz the
baby. He's a dog, and he may be as bright
as Mary likes to boast when they have
company, but he still shits outside and
licks where his balls used to be. (69)
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He pulls past the gas pumps and parks be-

side the store. There's no shade. The sun 1s
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directly overhead. The car's air-conditioner
only works a little. They are both sweat-
ing. In the back seat, Biz is panting. It
makes him look like he's grinning. (69)
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He sits there and she doesn't come out.
Ray opens the glove compartment. He
paws through the rat's nest of papers,
looking for some cigarettes he might have
forgotten, but there aren't any. He does
find a Hostess Sno Ball still in its wrapper.
He pokes it. It's as stiff as a corpse. It's got
to be a thousand years old. Maybe older.
Maybe it came over on the Ark.

"Everybody has his poison,” he says.
He unwraps the Sno Ball and tosses it into
the back seat. "Want that, Biz?"

Biz snarks the Sno Ball in two bites.
(70)
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"Well, something's wrong with her.
She fell down. She's unconscious. Mr.
Ghosh thinks she might have had a heart
attack. He called 911. You better come."
Ray locks the car and follows her into
the store. (70)
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He looks at the clock over the counter.
It's the kind with a beer advertisement on
it. Almost two hours have gone by since
Mary went sidling between the car and the
cinder-block side of the Quik-Pik. And for
the first time he thinks of Biz. (73)
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When he opens the door, heat rushes
out at him, and when he puts his hand on
the steering wheel to lean in he pulls 1t
back with a cry. It's got to be a hundred
and thirty in there. Biz is dead on his back.
His eyes are milky. His tongue is protrud-
ing from the side of his mouth. Ray can see
the wink of his teeth. There are little bits

of coconut caught in his whiskers. That
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shouldn't be funny, but it is. Not funny
enough to laugh at, but funny.

"Biz, old buddy," he says. "I'm sorry. I
forgot you were in here."

Great sadness and amusement sweep
over him as he looks at the baked Jack
Russell. That anything so sad should be

funny 1s just a crying shame. (73)
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