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A cross-cultural comparison of Japanese and Canadian children's performance

on a figure-copying task
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Abstract
During 2014 I had the opportunity to participate in a research project in a foreign country.

I went to Toronto, Canada, where I tested a small group of 4-6 year-old children, using the Santucci, H. Drawing
Battery.

Previously, I monitored 1000 Japanese children, using the same assessment process. In Toronto, I was able to monitor
40 children between the ages of 4 and 6 and then compare the results with those of the Japanese children. In the course
of this research, I learned the following:

1. Older children can copy the figures more accurately than younger children.

2. Younger children can copy individual figures correctly, but can make mistakes in the correct positioning of these
figures on the paper. This is because when they look at the page, younger children, in general, do not see and reg-
ister the whole view of the page.

"3. Older children see and register the whole view of the page, so the positioning of figures correctly on the paper is
a reliable indication of the child's readiness for writing letters.

4. Results from both Japanese and Canadian children were almost the same. So, it seems that this Drawing Battery can

be used effectively in any country or culture.

In this research procedure I was able to assess only 40 children from Canada, so follow-up research needs to be done
with a larger sampling of children in order to obtain the most accurate results from the assessment.
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