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The Role and Meaning of Newly Introduced Moral Education in Schools

— How lessons of moral education can help the transition between kindergarten and elementary schools —
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Abstract

In the first chapter, we examine the development of moral education after the Pacific War. One of the core points
we looked at was the special history and development of "moral education" in Japan. Initially, the Ministry of
Education had to tackle the concept of "Kominnka" (social studies), but as a result of the influence from the USA,
"Shakaika" (social studies) was later formed and a complete moral education was then developed. It was not until 1958,
when a national standard of "moral education" was decided on and established. Since then, almost 60 years have
passed, and "moral education" has been placed and positioned as the pivot of moral education in all education at
school.

In Chapter two, we focus upon the steps to "the cooperation of the moral education between preschool and the ele-
mentary school”. We look in detail at the moral education in childhood from the viewpoint of the "Course of study for
Kindergarten". Our primary focus is the beginning of morality and beginning of the consciousness for the norm.

In the third chapter, we discuss the "lessons for teaching the special subject of moral education". In doing so we ana-
lyze the picture book "A Wolf On The Log Bridge". In addition, on July 11* 2015, we organized a workshop to discuss
the topic of teaching moral education as an official subject. At the workshop, supervisor Yoshiki Nakasha presented
a model lesson for moral education.
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