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Important considerations at the guidance of social work field
practicum in a correspondence course of university

— based on the comparison of investigations to the students in the
correspondent course and on-campus course —

Masako TAKAHASHI
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ABSTRACT

Research was carried out to clarify important considerations at the guidance of social work field
practicum for students in a correspondence course (distance education) of the social welfare faculty of
university. A total of 22 students was surveyed for their characteristics, their performance in the field
practice, the advice and instructions given, and the certificates and licenses they have. The results
indicated that, in comparison with students in the on-campus course, those in the correspondence course
were older, working at other institutions, and had some certificates and licenses. It also became clear
that the following points should be considered at the social work field practicum for the correspondent
course students; 1) to ask the students to select institutions other than where they are working, in order
to ensure that the student participate as a trainee, 2) to facilitate the use of their life and work experience
for field practice, 3) to give suitable guidance on appropriate behavior and dress code, 4) to make the
students realize the importance of taking care of their health, and the necessity of the understanding and
support of their family and colleagues, and 5) to give suitable instructions for maintaining a field note,
at a similar level as the students of the on-campus course, at a pre-practicum guidance and self-study

class.
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