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. Question forms

. Present simple and present continuous

‘Like’

. Adverbs of frequency

. ‘Have to’ and ‘must’ for obligation

Past simple

Past simple and past continuous

. Articles (indefinite and definite articles)

9. ‘Going to’ and present continuous to talk about the future
10. Verb patterns with gerunds and infinitives

11. Present perfect

12. Present perfect with ‘for’ and ‘since’

13. Comparatives and superlatives

14. ‘Just, ‘already’ and ‘yet’ with the present perfect tense
15. Defining relative clauses

16. ‘May’, ‘might’ and ‘could’ for possibility

17. “Used to’

18. Subject and object questions

19. “Too much’, ‘too many’, ‘enough’, ‘not enough’, ‘very’
20. Mixed tenses

21. Indirect questions

22. Present and past passives

23. First conditional

24. Second conditional

25. State verbs and action verbs

26. Present perfect and past simple

27. Question tags

28. ‘Will’, ‘going to’, ‘be likely to’, ‘might’

29. ‘Used to’ and ‘would’

30. Present and past modals of ability
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6 Minute Grammar: Tenses

Present continuous and present simple Session Grammar

It's time for 6 Minute Grammar. This week Sophie and Neil explain the present simple and

present continuous tenses. Don't forget that you can subscribe to the podcast version. Prasent Simple

We use the present simple tense for:
things that we do regularly, facts,
habits, truths and permanent situations

@ Listen to the audio

Example
I check my email every day. (regular
activity)

Present Continuous

We use the present continuous tense
for: things that are happening at the
time we are speaking, temporary
situations and activities that are in
progress

Example

Just a minute. I'm checking my email.
(now)

View full grammar reference >
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Sophie
Hello. Welcome to 6 Minute Grammar with me, Sophie.

Neil
And me, Neil. Hello.

Sophie
Today we're talking about the present simple tense...

Neil
...and the present continuous tense. Coming up in today’s programme:

Sophie
We'll take a look at positives, negatives, and question forms...

Neil
We’'ll find out when to use each tense. ..

Sophie
We’ll hear some short forms. ..

Neil
And we'll have a quiz to test what we've learnt.

Sophie
But first: the present simple tense. We use it to talk about things that happen regularly.
Here's Finn with an example:

Finn
John checks his email every morning.

Sophie
Thanks Finn. So the verb to check is in the present simple — John checks - because
he checks his email regularly — every morning.

Neil
We make the present simple with a subject plus a base verb — | check, you go, we
live, they wear.

Sophie

For he, she and it, add an s to the verb. Can you demonstrate please Finn?
Finn

| always wear a coat in the winter. My brother wears a jacket.
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Unit 2: What to wear
Present Simple and Present Continuous

Grammar reference

Grammar Reference

Present Simple and Present Continuous

Present simple and present continuous
Meaning and use
We use the present simple for:

* things that we do regularly
* facts and truths

* habits

¢ permanent situations

We often use adverbs of frequency and time expressions like every day, once a week, on
Fridays.

I check my email every day. (regular activity)

Sheryl works at the bank. (permanent situation)

* We use the present continuous for:

* things that are happening now — at the time we are speaking,
* temporary situations

* activities that are in progress

We often use time expressions like at the moment, today, this week.
Just a minute. I’'m checking my email. (now)

She usually works in London, but she’s working from home this week. (temporary
situation)

I'm studying Economics (activity in progress)
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