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Abstract
This paper points out a serious situation of families with elderly people
in need of care, who are forced to depend upon the institutional services
available, even if these are not satisfactory enough, and how hard it is to
get a definite idea of these families’ real needs in the present system of so-
cial welfare. And it proceeds to discuss the necessity of social work practice
for improving the situation, and also considers the meaning and validity of

feasible approaches to supporting the families, especially by coping with
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complicated problems. In the family support in such a social work practice,
it is required that we should take appropriate measures to attain the ex-
pected aims, based on a comprehensive view of welfare, including an impor-
tant concept of “feed back” and others. This paper proposes the way
effective family supports can be realized. The theme of family support will
be extensively pursued in the research hereafter, while the measures and

activities related to it will be considered more concretely.
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